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Cobham Introduces Mini Video Transmitter for Unmanned Aerial Systems 

Washington D. C. – Cobham has introduced a new high definition (HD), dual stream 

video transmitter, called M2TE (Messenger 2 Transmitter Enhanced), for use on 

unmanned aerial vehicles. 

“The M2TE transmitter provides a bird’s eye view in real time for ground forces,” said 

Steve Schaefer, Vice President of Cobham Tactical Communications and Surveillance. 

“It supports two video streams over one wireless video link with extremely low latency, 

or delay, giving it true tactical capability.”  

The M2TE is a miniature video transmitter with AVC/h.264 video encoding for dual 

input HD or SD (standard definition) video and data programs. The technology 

supports any combination of HD or SD video using HDSDI, SDI or composite camera 

inputs from 1080p 60 fps down to 480i/576i (NTSC or Pal).   

The COFDM modulation makes this link robust over water, just above the horizon and 

even some non line-of-site. These conditions can be a problem for signal carrier links 

such as FM, DDL and CDL. RF bands are available from 0.9 to 7 GHz in bands with 

AES-128/256 encryption. Control is provided via the local panel or remote LAN Web 

Server or serial interface. The small size (3.6” X 3.12” X 0.75”), light weight (10 oz) and 

low power draw (12 Watts), allow it to support small UAS’s and have a range of 5 or 10 

miles on L-Band with a dual or single video feed and simple patch antennas at the 

receiver. System delay (aka latency) is 44 ms end to end ensuring the operator sees 

video as it happens in real time. With the addition of our miniature VEPA 2W RF Power 

Amplifier, the range is increased to 15 or 30 miles with dual or single video feed. Other 
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combinations of compatible amplifiers and antennas can be utilized to push the range 

out beyond a 100 miles.   

Cobham has been supplying tactical video links to US and foreign militaries for 

decades, for both aerial and ground unmanned vehicles.   

An M2TE data sheet is available at: www.cobham.com/gms, New Products, M2TE.The 

account manager for this product is Ken Andrew (Ph: 760.496.0055 ext 120), 

ken.andrew@cobham.com. 

 About Cobham  

Cobham specialises in meeting the insatiable demand for data, connectivity and 

bandwidth in defence, security and commercial environments. Offering a technically 

diverse and innovative range of technologies and services, the Group protects lives and 

livelihoods, responding to customer needs with agility that differentiates it. The most 

important thing we build is trust. Employing more than 11,000 people on five 

continents, the Group has customers and partners in over 100 countries, with annual 

revenue of some £1.9bn /US$3 billion.  

About Cobham Tactical Communications and Surveillance  

Cobham Tactical Communications and Surveillance is a world leader in securing, 

sharing and communicating situational awareness in challenging environments, from 

urban environments to the digital battlefield. It provides specialist communications, 

security and surveillance products together with integrated systems and solutions to 18 

armed forces and more than 140 agencies globally. Markets served include border 

surveillance, counter-terrorism and intelligence, critical infrastructure protection, 

dismounted C4I, force protection, law enforcement and public safety, maritime C4I, 

military communications and unmanned systems.  

Cobham Tactical Communications and Surveillance offers broadcast transmitter and 

receiver solutions for electronic news gathering, portable field monitoring and video-

assist applications. Cobham’s award-winning technologies include Audio, Cameras and 

Sensors, Cell Intercept, IP Mesh Solutions, Maritime Interdiction, Network 
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Communications, Platform Intercoms, Soldier Communications, Soldier Modernization, 

Tagging - Tracking and Locating and Video Surveillance as well as 24/7 Client Services.  

Contacts: 

Media Relations 
Greg Caires 
+ 1 703 414 5310 
greg.caires@cobham.com  
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