
 

 

 

 

19 January 2011 

 
COBHAM ACQUIRES LEADING SUPPLIER OF ADVANCED BOMB DISPOSAL 

ROBOTS FOR EURO 78 MILLION 
 
 
Cobham plc (‘Cobham’ or the ‘Group’) has acquired the share capital of Telerob GmbH 

(‘Telerob’), a privately-owned German-based manufacturer of advanced bomb disposal 

robots and threat response vehicles for EUR 78 million.  

 

Telerob manufactures medium and heavy-weight Explosive Ordnance Device (EOD) robots 

and response vehicles designed to deal with nuclear, biological and chemical threats 

primarily for homeland security markets. The company has more than 700 systems in 55 

countries, with many systems in operation in Asia and the Middle East where it has 

established itself as a market leader.  

 

Cobham will be able to integrate its technology into Telerob systems, including 

communications equipment and sensors that it already provides for the EOD market along 

with specialist cameras manufactured by another recently acquired company, RVision. This 

will enable the Group to develop more distinctive and competitive systems, as well as 

increasing the value to Cobham of each system sold. 

 

Telerob employs 80 staff, half of whom are engaged in R&D, and its skills base and 

technology are highly complementary to Cobham’s. The company will become part of 

Cobham’s Mission Equipment business unit and will significantly strengthen the Group’s 

ability to deliver market-leading robot products to fast-growing homeland security markets 

around the world. Cobham Mission Equipment has more than 20 years’ experience working 

on unmanned, remote systems, from the Phoenix UAV to the latest generation of 

autonomous air-to-air refuelling systems. 

 

The acquisition is being funded from Cobham’s existing cash resources. The consideration  

comprises EUR 75 million payable in cash on completion on a debt and cash free basis, and a 

seller’s note from certain shareholders of EUR 3 million which will be repayable in 

instalments on the first, second and third anniversary of completion.  



 

 

Cobham has acquired two businesses in the US and Europe worth a total of US$150m in the 

past month, both serving homeland security markets, with complementary technologies and 

routes to market. 

 

Andy Stevens, Cobham Chief Executive Officer, said: 

“Telerob brings distinctive Explosive Ordnance Device technology and international routes to 

market that are highly complementary to ours. This acquisition will enable us to enhance the 

product range we can offer to homeland security markets.”  
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ENQUIRIES 
 
Cobham 
Andy Stevens, Chief Executive                                                   +44 (0)1202 882020 
Warren Tucker, Chief Financial Officer                                         +44 (0)1202 882020 
Julian Wais, Director of Investor Relations                                    +44 (0)7720 999764 
 

Brunswick 
Nick Claydon/Michael Harrison                                                      +44 (0)20 7404 5959 
 
About Cobham 
Cobham’s products and services have been at the heart of sophisticated military and civil 
systems for more than 75 years, keeping people safe, improving communications, and 
enhancing the capability of land, sea, air and space platforms. The Company has four 
divisions employing more than 11,000 people on five continents, with customers and 
partners in over 100 countries and annual revenue of some £1.9bn / US$3 billion. 
 
About Cobham Mission Equipment 
Cobham Mission Equipment is a systems integration business that has been providing 
innovative solutions to its customers for over 75 years. The business is the market leader for 
air-to-air refuelling (AAR), providing fifth generation ‘nose to tail’ solutions from the cockpit 
of the donor aircraft, to the tail of the receiver platform. More than 1,000 systems have been 
delivered for buddy-buddy refuelling, tactical and strategic tanking for fixed wing aircraft and 
helicopters, with Unmanned Air vehicle refuelling development well advanced.  
 
The ‘nose to tail’ AAR capability is complemented by a comprehensive ‘wingtip to wingtip’ 
offering covering a range of weapons carriage and release equipment, including missile 
launchers, cryogenic cooling for missile seekers, pneumatic missile fin actuation and wing 
store carriers, bomb ejection, defensive aids, chaff and flare systems.  
 
Mission Equipment is also a systems solution provider in the field of Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) robot technology, providing a range of unmanned ground systems and 
robots serving international homeland security and military markets, with more than 700 
systems delivered to 55 countries. 
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